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HOW TO PROTECT YOUR BASEMENT FROM SNOWMELT FLOODING

With record snow amounts and warming temperatures, your basement could get some flooding. Before you have a basement full of water, here are some tips to make the clean-up a little less nasty.

MOVE OR DISPOSE OF PRODUCTS THAT COULD BECOME HAZARDOUS WASTE

CHECK AREAS THAT ARE LIKELY TO BE FLOODED FOR THESE PRODUCTS AND MOVE ANY THAT YOU MUST KEEP TO A PLACE YOU ARE CERTAIN WILL NOT FLOOD.

IN THE BASEMENT, WORKBENCH, OR CRAFT AREAS:

	paint
	varnish
	paint thinner
	household batteries
	furniture stripper


IN THE LAUNDRY ROOM AND OTHER STORAGE AREAS:

	furniture polish
	spot remover
	pet flea spray/collars
	bleach


Batteries, solvents, paints, paint thinners, pesticides, household cleaners, and other chemicals that you no longer need can be taken to your county’s household hazardous waste facility. A hazardous household product has one or more of these words on the label: caution, warning, danger, poison, flammable, reactive, corrosive, toxic. If you are a Minnesota resident, you can locate your county’s household hazardous waste collection site.

MOVE OTHER STUFF OUT OF HARM’S WAY

Mold and mildew can set in quickly if things get wet so move anything you’ve stored on the floor up onto shelves or other higher places. Roll up area rugs and carpets and put them up. Got boxes on the floor? Now’s the time to sort through them and donate what you don’t need anymore. Canned goods and other foodstuffs that come in contact with floodwater may get contaminated and will have to be thrown away.

If you have a dehumidifier, check to see if it is still working and get it above potential water level. You’ll need it to remove moisture from the air.

DON’T FORGET THE GARAGE

If your garage is likely to flood, be sure to take the same steps. And look for hazardous products that could spill or become damaged, like motor oil, gasoline, antifreeze or weedkillers, insecticides and other pesticides.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

A Flood Risk Regional Map and more advice on what to do before and after flooding to minimize risks to health and damage to property and the environment can be found at  Indiana DVR Localized Flooding Resource  and Understanding Your Flood Risk Indiana Regional Map webpages.

There are several warmer days in the weather forecast over the next week or so and we hope you won’t need us but if you experience any flooding during as the temperature rises our 24-hour emergency response team is prepared and ready to assist. 260-471-3165
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How Did We Do?

click here >>
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THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

click here >>
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For more info click here >> >>
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